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The Challenge(s) 
of Obsolescence

In recent years, the electronics industry has witnessed a substantial rise in the 
challenge of component obsolescence. This trend has significant implications for 
product development, manufacturing, and long-term product support.

▪ In 2020, there were approximately 11,000 electronic components declared 
obsolete, a 25% increase from the previous year.

▪ Approximately 20% of all electronic components face obsolescence-related 
issues during their lifecycle.

▪ The average lifespan of electronic components has decreased to around 7-
10 years, down from 15-20 years a few decades ago.*

*https://a2globalelectronics.com/obsolescence-management/4-reasons-component-obsolescence-is-a-growing-part-of-supply-chain-management-and-how-to-manage-it/

https://www.rila.org/blog/2018/04/obsolete-electronics-waste-or-opportunity



https://www.dmtl.co.uk/news/passive-electronic-component-obsolescence-support



Impact of Obsolescence

The use of obsolete 
electronic components 
can have far-reaching 

consequences, 
affecting various 

aspects of product 
development and 

sustainability.

https://www.epdtonthenet.net/article/177738/How-to-avoid-component-obsolescence-rendering-your-entire-product-defunct.aspx

Production 
Delays

Increased 
Costs

Long-term 
support 

challenge(s)

Competitive 
disadvantage



https://spare-place.com/blog/en/programmed-obsolescence-the-black-beast-of-products/



Obsolescene Management Plan

https://blog.sourceintelligence.com/electronic-component-obsolescence-management



Identify 
Obsolescence

With an obsolescene 
management tool in place, one is 
easily able to identify potential 
risks across one‘s entire BOM (bill-
of-materials).



Monitor Status - PCNs/EOL 

Proactive & Reactive Alerts!



Locate alternate 
parts

When faced with 
obsolescence issues and/or 
last minute PCNs, insights into 
alternate parts (with a pin-to-
pin compatibility) might 
prove to be the way forward.

Harness the power of data 
intelligence to keep your 
production running.



Perform Health 
Checks

Part of your strategy for managing obsolescene should be routine health checks 
across your entire BOM & proper reaction to PCNs.

Using a components database ensures a higher level of data accuracy, as well as 
an aggregrated overview. 

Machilne-learning algorithms predicting YTEOL could help in ensuring that you 
have sufficient insight into the future.



Design for resilience Deliver on business 
goals starts with a 
solid plan

Prepare for 
unexpected 
disruption

Access to the 
information you 
need to get ahead 
of issues before 
they present 
themselves

Optimize technology 
investments to help 
keep your 
organization efficient, 
innovative, and 
profitable.

Risk mitigation tools 
and services protects 
your bottom line by 
maximizing profitability



Q&A



Thank you! 
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